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Sir: 

This Brief is being filed in response to certain points raised in the 
Examiner's Answer dated July 1 , 2003. 

Applicants firstly note that the Examiner's Answer asserts that the 
Applicants' Brief did nof contain a "...statement identifying the related appeals 
and interferences which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a 
bearing on the decision in the pending appeal." However, on page 2, Section 
II of the Brief, under the heading "Related Appeals and Interferences", the 
following statement is clearly presenf 



"The appellant and the undersigned are not aware of any 
related appeals or interferences which will directly affect or 



HAAPANIEMIet al 

Serial No. 09/367,108 

be directly affected by or have a bearing on the Board's 
decision in this appeal." 

Accordingly, the applicants' Brief did in fact contain the requisite 
statement regarding potential related appeals and interferences and, as such, 
the record in this regard should be corrected by an appropriately revised 
Examiner's Answer. 

On a more substantive issue, applicants note that the Qui reference 
teaches that the surface layers of the core should be more dense material 
than the internal layers therebetween. However, since the Condebelt board is 
denser than other boards, the core the applicants are claiming has the denser 
plies in the middle. Thus, even if the core of Qiu were partially made of 
Condebelt material, the structure of such a core would be clearly, and 
patentabiy, different. 

Reversal of all rejections of record is solicited. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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